Fabrice Alleman – Tenor, soprano and alto saxophones, clarinet, compositions.  

His biography in a few breaths…


Born in Mons in 1967, Fabrice Alleman is, just like many other children registered at the musical school where he learns to play clarinet, however, unlike all the other pupils, he is 13 when in 1984 he plays in the Harmony of Ghlin and records his first LP « El' Berdelleu » with a Dixie Land band. 


Off the “classical” tracks, he takes his first jazzistic breath with the trombone player Jean-Pol Danhier.

He enters the Conservatoire Royal de Mons at 18 and 2 years after obtains his first prizewinner at in clarinet, chamber music and highest prize in musical theory. 


Taking advantage of the 2 years of military service as musician, he is involved in the Big Bands of the main cities in Wallonia, in the Chambre music ensembles, Blues bands and participates to his first Jam Sessions notably with Robert Jeanne, Jean Pol Danhier and Pirly Zurstrassen.


Little by little will the saxophone replace the clarinet, and it is as saxophone player that he is introduced by Richard Rousselet to the “Lundis d’hortense” jazz training in 1990, attended as well by Tim Ries. 


Fabrice Alleman enters the Conservatoire Royal in Brussels in Jazz and wins his first prize in saxophone in 1992. 

In that context, meeting Steve Houben strengthens his determination, his questioning and thirst of music, just as did his experience with the Manhattan School of New-York in July 1992 where he meets Phil Woods, Toshiko Akyoshi, Steve Slagle and Ralph Lalama. 

Meanwhile he teaches jazz, clarinet and saxophone in several music schools in the early 90s, Fabrice Alleman creates together with the guitar player Paolo Loveri the “Alleman-Loveri Duo”, with a first album in 1996 entitled “Duo”, and creates as well the “Fabrice Alleman Quartet” which gathers three famous Belgian jazzmen, Michel Herr, Jean-Louis Rassinfosse and Frédéric Jacquemin. 

The Quartet first album “Loop the Loop” recorded in studio and live at the International Jazz Festival in Liège  is rewarded in 1998 the “Nicolas DOR” prize and “Best jazz album of the year”. 

Again in 1998, Fabrice Alleman is nominated  “Best soprano and tenor saxophone player” to the Belgian radios referendum and the SABAM rewards him the “Belgian Artistic Promotion”.


Eager for musical experiences and showing a rare eclecticism, he multiplies fruitful meetings and musical styles, as he plays the blues with the “Calvin Owens Orchestra” from 1992 till 1998, rock, ethnic music, modern jazz with Stephane Galland, Fabian Fiorini, Michel Hatzigiorgiou, and also light music with Adamo (album « Adamo Live », 1996), or tours with the « William Sheller » group in France and in Switzerland. 

During that same period, from 1993 till 1998, he is member of the “Sax no End” Band which tours in festivals in Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium, which gives him the great chance of meeting the double bass player Jean Warland. Both are to work again on many other occasions : from 1999 till 2004 with the band “The "A" train sextet”, then with the  “Jean Warland – Fabrice Alleman duo” touring in Germany and in Belgium till today. 
In 1997, another unforgettable meeting takes place when he plays in the Terence Blanchard Quintet and the OPL of Luxembourg.   
The “Alleman-Loveri Duo” tours in several countries, in Nicaragua, Sweden, Italy from 1997 till 2001, when a second album « On the funny side of the strings » is issued with a subtle strings quartet. 

In 1999, he is given a free-hand for the Festival Cap Sud in Mons and takes the opportunity to create the first version of the « One Shot Band » with the violin player Jean-Pierre Catoul. The fresh and unprecedented spirit of this band paves the way for a series of concerts between 1999 till 2001. 

« Qu'est-ce que le "One Shot Band" ?

D'abord, une histoire humaine.

Des personnalités tout aussi différentes que complémentaires.

Des compositions originales.

Des arrangements basés sur des influences funk, celtiques, et surtout jazz "jazz".

Un esprit.

Une liberté consentante et consentie.

Un son. Une modernité dans la tradition.

Des machines au service de la musique ...

Humblement, une musique à "partager" ... »
Still in 1999, he plays with Michel Hatzigergeou’s astonishing “Jaco Pastorius Project” at the Middelheim Festival in Antwerp, and at the Gaume jazz Festival with Toots Thielemans, Otello Molina…


After the “Fabrice Alleman Quartet” first album issue, the band is invited to play in several festivals in Belgium: Brussels jazz Marathon, Jazz in't' park, International Jazz Festival in Liège, Ciney Jazz Night, Tournée des Lundis d'Hortense, Nam'in jazz, Gaume Jazz Festival, first part of Michel Petrucciani concert at the Audi jazz Festival, Festival of Wallonia ’03, Lundis d’Hortense  “Jazz tour” in 2004, « Jazzlabs series » tour in 2005 in Flanders, and concerts in Luxembourg in France and in Senegal at the Saint Louis festival.


In  2004, the “Fabrice Alleman Quartet” issues its second album « Sides of Life » with the trumpet player Bert Joris and guitar player Peter Hertmans as guests and a strings quartet. 

The album is quoted « top CD » in the magazine "Jazzmosaiek".


In 2006, the “Fabrice Alleman Quartet” along with the “Philippe Catherine band” stands for the Belgian delegation at the « Warsaw Jazz Summers days » Festival in Poland and that same year, the trumpet player Randy Brecker joins the Quartet at the International Jazz Festival in Liège, for an incredible concert filmed by the RTBF television. (Programmed on Radio and on Tv in 2007).

In 2004, Fabrice Alleman accompanies on 8 concerts the “San Severino Jazz Project” at the Maroquinerie in Paris, at the end of which collaboration Stéphane Sanseverino calls back Fabrice 2 years later to have him direct, arrange and play within the reeds sections of the “Sanseverino Big Band”, to be recorded on the album « Exactement » 2006. 


Among the various musical activities Fabrice Alleman has performed, we must consider the numerous soundtracks he recorded, mainly composed by Michel Herr, or recorded with the WRD Big Band in Köln, like the concert at the Leverkusen Festival with Nina Freelon, Hiram Bullock, Kenwood Dennard. 

PROJECT PRESENTATION  

Forms :  -
Quartet

· Quartet + Randy Brecker

· Quartet + invité + cordes

· From classical to other styles…

· One shot Band

· Duet with Jean Warland
Collaborations:

Piano:

Edward SIMON (US), Kenny WERNER (US), Bora ROKOVIC (CZ), Michel HERR (B),  Eric LEGNINI (B), Nathalie LORIERS (B),  Charles LOOS (B), Pirly ZURSTRASSEN (B), Ivan PADUART (B), Fré DE SMYTER (B), Leo FLECHET (B), Pascal MOHY (B), Ron VAN ROSSUM (B), Tars LOOTENS (B), Marc MOULIN (B), Tony O’MALEY (GB), Tony BAUWENS (B), Véronique BIZET (B), Fabian FIORINI (B)

Drums:

Troy DAVIS (US), Stéphane HUCHARD (F), Kenwood DENNARD (US), Denis MACKREL (US), Dré PALLEMAERTS (B), Joël ALLOUCHE (F), Bruno CASTELLUCCI (B), Jan DE HAAS (B), Frédéric JACQUEMIN (B), Stéphane GALAND (B), Luc VANDENBOOSCHE (B), Felix SIMTAINE (B), Mimi VERDERAME (B), Antoine CIRI (B), André CHARLIER (B), Yves BAIBAY (B), Xavier TRIBOLET (B), Laurent MERCIER (B)

Double Bass:

Jean-Louis RASSINFOSSE (B), Jean WARLAND (B), David PULPHUS (USA), Philippe AERTS (B), Bas COOYMAN (B), Reggie WASHINGTON (US), Diego IMBERT (F), Sal LA ROCCA (B), José BEDEUR (B), Manolo CABRAS (I), Bart DENOLF (B), 

Trumpet:

Randy BRECKER (US), Terence BLANCHARD (US), Bert JORIS (B), Richard ROUSSELET (B), Pierre DREVET (F), Laurent BLONDIAU (B), Gino LATTUCCA (B), Serge PLUM (B), 

Trombone:

Phil ABRAHAM (B), Jean-Pol DANHIER (B), Marc GODEFROID, Michaël JOUSSEIN (F), Bernard CAMOIN (F), 

Bass:

Benoît VANDERSTRAETEN (B), Thierry FANFANT (F), Linley MARTHE (F), Michel HATZIGIRGEOU (B), Roman KOROLIC (B), 

Big band:

WDR Big band (D), Brussels Jazz Orchestra (B), 

Guitar:

Hiram BULLOCK (US), Philippe CATHERINE (B), Pietro CONDORELLI (I), Peter HERTMANS (B), Jacques PIROTTON (B),), Fabien DEGRYSE (B), Paolo RADONI (B), Paolo LOVERI (I), Alain PIERRE (B),  Pierre LOGNAY (B), 

Voice:

Neena FRELON (US),Stéphane SANSEVERINO (F), David LYNX (B), Hilde VAN HOVE (B), Vincent ANTOINE (B), Denise BLUE (BR), Mary KAY (B), Nicole METZGER (D)

Flute:

Pierre BERNARD (B)

Saxophone :

Steve HOUBEN (B), Bart DEFOORT (B), Ben SLUIJS (B), Jeroen VANHERZEELE (B), Frédéric COUDERC (F), Bo VANDERWERF (B)

Violine :

Jean-Pierre CATOUL (B), Christophe CRAVERO (F), Michel PIETERS (B), 

Vibraphone:
Franck TORTILLER (F), Guy CABAY (B), 

Accordion:
Gwenaël MICAULT

Percussion:

Chris JORIS (B), Michel SEBA (B), 

Oud:

Karim BAGGILI (B)

Organ:

Paul FLUSH (GB), Benoît SOURISSE (F)

