Arabanda

Arabanda is a new Brussels based music project founded by singer Laïla Amezian and accordion player Piet Maris. Their paths had crossed before with Ishq, the classical arabic music project by Weshm, but more importantly with the band Jaune Toujours. Laïla joined them on numerous occasions as a guest vocalist. On Camping del Mundo, the second album by Jaune Toujours, she sang on Tu trouves que ça groove, in french and in flemish. But it was the fresh interpretation of El Hourm Ya Rassoul Allah and Ya’Adili Billah, both traditional songs from the Arabo-Andalusian repertoire, interpreted by Laïla with Jaune Toujours, that found acclaim with a broad audience. Based on that experience a more elaborate collaboration seemed the logical thing to do and Arabanda was born.

With Arabanda Laïla and Piet propose songs from the Arabo-Andalusian repertoire. Some of them are well known through interpretations by artists like Amina Alaoui, but most of them will seem less familiar. However that may be, Laïla and Piet approach this age-old repertoire in a fresh and singular way, moulding it in their own arrangements and their personal interpretations. Laïla’s singing is sometimes unconventional for this genre and the characteristic style in which Piet plays his accordion, supported by the rythm section of drums and double bass and the brass and reeds section, make Arabanda a very innovative project.

In Octobre 2004, Laïla and Piet from Arabanda particpated as musicians in the Theatre Festival “Cordoba!” as part of “Wanted for love only”, a play by Nedjma Hadj, performed by Dito ‘Dito.

Arabanda being a brandnew project, there is no album available yet, but the band has recorded three tracks that will feature on the next “Le Monde est in Village” compilation CD (Rtbf Radio & Universal). They will also take part in the televised concert of “Le Monde est un Village”.

Line-up Arabanda

Laïla Amezian, vocals: likes to explore different music styles from jazz over worldmusic to electronic. She collaborates on the world-dance project Studio Pagol and sings with the vocal quatuor Ys. She’s participated in the creation of La Fiancée de L’Eau by Tahar Ben Jelloun (Cie Les Nouveaux Disparus), and of Inn Tidar (Les Ballets du Grand Maghreb, co-production KunstenFestivaldesArts). Laïla also sang in Ishq by Weshm and also with Oblomow.

Piet Maris, accordion: is the driving force and frontman of Jaune Toujours and Mec Yek. Jaune Toujours is a cross-over of rock, chanson, jazz and world music. Their intelligent and poetic lyrics in french and flemish translate a sincere social commitment. Mec Yek plays songs in Romanes (a gypsy language) from the Slovakian-gypsy repertoire, again in a fresh and original approach.

Théophane Raballand: drums and percussion - plays percussion at the Brussels contemporary dance school PARTS. Théo also proves to be a talented photographer, and as such he created the cover and the photographs for the albums of Jaune Toujours. He also plays drums with Jaune Toujours.

Mathieu Verkaeren: upright bass – plays a lot in the Brussels jazz scene, but also in neighbouring genres, as in the Django Reinhardt inspired Christophe Astolfi quartet. And Mathieu is also bass player in Mec Yek and Jaune Toujours.

Mattias Laga: sax soprano, clarinet and bass clarinet - is an active member of the music scene in Ghent. He plays in jazz, folk and world music projects like Oblomov. Mattias is also a member of Mec Yek and Jaune Toujours.

Bart Maris: trumpet, bugle and tuba - is Belgium’s most famous jazz trumpet player. Next to Jaune Toujours, he plays in Flat Earth Society, Moker and occasionally with dEUS and Zita Swoon. In march of 2000, Bart won the Zamu-award for best musician and last year he was nominated again in the same category. 
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