"Anfass" - IGL 148

Alain Pierre: Classical guitar,

Fawzi Chekili Acoustic guitar, oud, darbouka

Steve Houben Flute, saxophone soprano

Hichem Badrani Ney (reed flute) vocals, darbouka

"Anfass"  is a musical bridge between Tunisia and the Belgian French-speaking community Wallonia - Brussels. 

On both sides of the Mediterranean, musicians had expressed their desire to work together on a project: the Tunisian guitarist and jazzman Fawzi Chekili, and the Belgian guitarist Alain Pierre. Once the first contacts established, Alain Pierre and Fawzi Chekili realised the impact of their respective capabilities. Fawzi Chekili was interested in the harmonic work of Alain Pierre, who in turn was captivated by the melodic and rhythmic characteristics of Arabic music. 

Their two acoustic guitars almost naturally turned to two noted air-smiths: the Belgian sax and flute player Steve Houben and the Tunisian ney-player Hichem Badrani. And so - probably for the first time in the world - a flute and a ney (reed flute) would meet.

Both the joint and solo compositions of Pierre and Chekili integrate the melodic and rhythmic particularities of Tunisian music with European harmonics. The result is music that is unique, both in its genre and interpretation.

